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he puts in his medicine-bag. When these are ground and
cooked, and mixed with his original medicine, together with
the parts taken from the dead elephant, they enhance still
further the efficacy of the medicine. Similar extracts from
the bones of men who have been killed in battle or have died
by drinking poison at a trial by ordeal are used for the same
purpose, since, being parts of persons who have died violent
deaths, they will hasten the violent death of the hunted
animal.1

A Hausa charm to render a husband blind to his wife's
infidelity is as follows : take a certain kind of field-mouse,
known to the Hausas as Beran Benghazi, and cut its throat.
Then dry the body, taking care to save the blood with it, and
pound it up with certain roots. Obtain the right hand of a
corpse, place the powder in couscous (?), and stir it with the
dead hand, hiding it in your own. At any time after the
husband has eaten the couscous so doctored, he will be
amenable to treatment, and all the wife has to do is place the
dead hand under his pillow. After this he will become so
tractable that she will be able to talk to her lover in his
presence, and he will even summon the lover to visit her at her
request. In both cases it is the corpse which exercises the
soporific influence, for the husband is made as if to appear
dead for the time. The mouse (which moves in dark corners)
and the roots (which never see the sun) cause the husband to
be blind to the wife's misconduct even when he is awake.2

Among the Kpelle, a tribe of Liberia, warriors think that
they become brave if they eat part of the corpse of a brave
enemy, or drink the blood, or use his skull as a drinking-cup.3

In Java burglars strew earth from a grave in the houses
which they intend to rob for the purpose of plunging the
inmates into a slumber as deep as that of the dead.4 Among
the Kiwai of British New Guinea, in order to destroy some
other man's coconut tree, a sorcerer will proceed as follows.
When somebody has died in the village the sorcerer provides
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